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"THE PARTY PLATFORM

Preamble

in which every citizen can

bitai highal ) ed fg\v: we pledge to serve
oain & mghor standard Of\l;he interest of all'and not

living with the promise of

g 3 1 itical| ;
greater social and polltlcallan d full production.from

treedom.

We chart our course un-
der the leadership of. the
Progressive Liberal Party
in the abiding belief that it
is dedicated to the service
of all Bahamians and not to
a privileged few, and’will
prove its superiority - over
all other narties.

Ours is the Party which
has taken on the responsibil-
ity to provide a better stand-
ard of living for farmers,
fishermen, civil servants,

- and all other working classes

of the Bahamas and to lead
the Bahamian people to the
greatest prosperity in their
history. )

" Ours is the Party which
promises to build on a solid
foundation, a sound and
stable economy, develop our
agriculture .and fisheries,
re-invigorate our industries
and introduce new ones, pre-
vide better roads, transport-
ation and communications
thoughout New Providence
and the Out Islands.

- Curs is the Party which
promises to fight with all
the strength at its command
the introduction of Com-

munism and other subver-;

sive elements in our country
and to foster good relations
between the -variqus islands
and peoples of the Bahamas,

We deplore the present
economic state of the maj-
ority of the Out Islands and
their inhabitants.” We con-
sider their plicht to be a
blot on the fair name of
British Colonial administra-
tion which had jurisdietion

_over these islands for over
- 300 years. and we pledge to

devote the greater part of
dur energies towards allev-

|iating the suffering and
The Progressive Liberal POVerty of these unfort-

Party adopts this platform|
in the conviction that thel ., '€
destiny of the Bahamian Which is generally accepted

people is to build a country

mote “trade, understanding

unate people.
We reject the principle

that our Government exists
Tor the benefit of a privileg-

the few; to achieve security

local industries, farming|
and fisheries and full em-
ployment for all.

’

Principles

The Government is the
servant of the people, and
not the people the servant
of the Government. Gov-|
ernment must be administ-
ered economically and ef-
fectively and must constant:
ly strive to raise the stand-
ard of living of the people.
To this end we pledge our
wholehearted support.

Commonwealth‘ Relations

We declare that the im-
perative duty of every Ba-
hamian is to foster trade,
cultural and politica) rela-
tionship with the United
Kingdom and the rest of the
British Commonwealth..

* Foreign Neighbours

We declave that along with
the rest of the British Com-
monwealth, the Bahamian
people must go forward
hand in hand with the Unit-
ed States of America. We
pledge full co-operation with
that country and shall build
a solid and abiding friend-
ship with her.

We pledee ourselves to co-
operate as far as possible
with all other countries of
the world in helping to pro-

and friendship.

Domestic Policies

The Party will be ever
solicitous in keeping prices

to as low a level as possible
so that the necessities of
life will be available to every
Bahamian.

We shall enaet housing
legislation, carry out slum
clearance and promote low
rent housing projects.

We shall enact health laws
that will eliminate the
breeding ground for disease
and crime.

The PLP pledges that
strong immigration control
will be enforced. That while
weleoming the outsider who

an contribute towards the

economy of the Bahamas
there will be no compromise
on opposing the influx of
toreigners who reduce the
earning capacity of Ba-
hamians. ]

The PLP believes that too
many persons have heen
allowed to enter the Baha-
mas to take work from our
people and that it will take
a strong hand to control it.

Direct Taxation

The PLP sincerely be-
lieves that the current met-
hod of indirect taxation!
whereby the bulk of revenue.
is raised by custom duties is’
both unjust and inequitable.'
We believe that a carefully|
planned and properly de-
vised system of direct taxa-
tion could and should be in-
troduced to correct this in-
justice. We believe that a
system whereby a man is
asked to contribute accord-
ing to his ability is far more
beneficial to the Bahamas:
than the current system: All
major countries of the world'
subscribe to this principle of
political economy. It is
therefore our pledge to em-
brace the opportunities of
various direct methods of
taxation, for example, an
entertainment or a luxury
goods tax and to explore
fully and then introduce at
the proper time. a system of
income tax that would re-

AN ADVERTISEMENT

lieve the poor man of some
of his burdens and guaran-
tee fair returns and profits
for industry and private in-
vestors. '

Balanced Budget

We pledge the introduc-
tion of good sound fiscal
policies that will bring about
a balanced budget.

We favour the elimination
of nuisance taxes wherever
possible, without upsetting
the economy of the country.

Labouf.—Managemeqt
Relations

The rights of the work-
ing classes ‘are intervaven
with the rights of the em-
pioyers. They depend one
upon the other. Both these
rights will be protected un-
der the PLP against exploit-
ation, and consideration will
be given for the general wel-
fare of all. Every man is
due a decent living and a de-
cent wage and must be paid
sufficient to meet the contin-
ual spiraling cost of living.
To effect this every employ-
er is due a good day’s work.

Collective bargaining is
regarded by the party as an
inherent right to, individu-
als, and individual or union
strikes are considered a fun-
damental right. In this field
the PLP will do all possible
to promote good will, be im-
partial, prevent violence and
demand respect for the law
of the land by the parties
concerned. We pledge our-
selves to foster good rela-
tions between workers and-
employers and to introduce
proper labour legislation
for the mutual benefit of all
concerned.

Housing And Social
Services

We pledge ourselves to en-
courage the building of bet-
ter homes everywhere, ¢'ear-
ance of slums, and a low

(Continued from Page 10)
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reptzl programme for the
working classes. Under the
slums will gradually
ar and the standard
rented houses will be
raised so that the mass of the

povulation will advance to-

wards a brighter and high-
er standard of living.

We pledge ourselves to do
all in our nower to assist the
blind, the aged, the infirm,
and those who cannot sup-
port themselves, and have no
vizible means of a livelihood
by givine them a larger
allotment of the necessities
of life,

We pledge ourselves to do
everyunne possibié to estab-
lish medical clinies in all im-
portant centres in the Out
Islands and to place medical
facilities within reach of all.

Education

It is the belief of the PLP
that any person with a high
education. will be able to
carry. out his duties in life
better than a person with a
average education and will
therefore become a better
citizen; we therefore pledge
a higher standard of educa-

tion for New Providence and| .

the Out Islands; an im-
provement in the standard
of teachers; better buildings
and equipment for schools
and improved residences for
teachers; facilities for or-
ganised games and sports
wherever possible, and a
wider curriculum for schools

For those teachers who de-
vote time after their normal
working hours to teaching
high-school subjects to pu-
pils above the elementary

~ grades we pledge a fair re-

muncration to augment their
salaries  commemensurate
with their extra work.

The PLP maintains that
every Bahamian is entitled
to the benefits of a good high

school education; so we ap-
prove of extended Govern-

ment aid to all high schools
offering equal opportunities
to all Bahamian boys and
girls, and filling the proper
educational requirements.

We also believe that while
it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to enact and enforce
educational legislation, it is
the responsibility of parents
to see that their children are
educated in a school of their
choice.

Veterans

We agree that these Baha-
mian men and women who
by sheer-luck are not lying
near the battlefields of the
world, should be accorded
the following concessions|
and we pledge ourselves to|
use our best endeavour to|
this end:

Employment according to|
‘heir capability and adapt-|
ability.

Decent housing for those
who are unable to build or|
nurchase a house at prices|
they can afford to pay.

Medical care and hospit-
alisation of a better stand-
ard .than is now provided.

Supplies of new uniforms
periodically or when neces-
sary.

A bigger grant for funer-

al exXpenses.

Out Island Farmers And
Fishermen

Knowing that the Out Is-
land farmers and fishermen
are the object of neglect we,
the PLP, vledge ourselves to
initiate a NEW DEAL for
the Out Islands which among

other things will provide in|?

due course greater oppor-
tunities for these people
which will enable them to ex-
pand their activities and
production. This will be ac-
complished by obtaining for
them:

Soil conservation aid..

Farm credits.

Low rentals of land.

Protection of reasonable
market prices.

Assured sale of products
by subsidising surplus crops. |

The PLP knows that the!
Out Island Produce Ex-
change is in need of complete
re-organisation. Produce is|
purchased by the Exchange'

only in saleable quantities
and is sold in competition
with the local vendors either
for a profit or even sale. The
establishment of the Out Is-
land Produce Exchange has
only added another dealer in
the market. It has not:

(a) Given any incentive to
increase production in
the Out Islands.

(b) bought surplus crops
unless they were actually
saleable.

(a) expand the livestock in-
dustry

(b) encoulage the farmers
to raise more and better
livestock dnd cattle.

(c) promote better pas-
tures, and

(d) guarantee these farm-
ers an assured stable
market for their meats.

The PLP realises that the
Out Island farmer and fish-
erman cannot survive much

longer without some econe =

Boats arriving from the mic aid and that this aid
Out Islands can. still be!bhould not be handed out in

found at the docks with sur-|
plus produce which cannot|
be sold immediately. Many
cases happen where these
products are dumped over-|
board or taken back to the
owners on the Out Islands,
resulting in:

|(a) loss of interest for in-

creased production or
yield.

(b) smaller acreage put un-
- der cultivation, and

(¢) loss of confidence in a|

Government that en-
courares them to in-
crease their acreage and
yield without finding a
market.

The PLP therefore will
assure the Out Island farm-
er that no products will be
returned to him but all sur-
plus crops will be subsidised
and purchased by the re-
organised Produce Ex-
change and every effort for
encouragement, and assist-
ance will be given him for
increasing his acreage and
production. '

The policy of the Out Is-
land Produce Exchange will
be changed to meet our
ledges.

We hold that the livestock
and cattle industry can be-
come one of the most pro-
fitable industries in the Ba-
hamas, if the farmer is
given encouragement to ex-
pand his activities. We take

|the view that these Islands

can produce enough meats
to supply the entire commun-
ity and that the money used
for the importation of this
commodity from other coun-
tries can better be used to
expand the local industry
and provide a marketing or-
ganisation.

It is the purpose of the
PLP to use every means to:

times of distress only, as a

dole or relief, but should be

a planned long term policy

which will eventually do

away with the necessity of
relief grants. The PLP
pledges itself to do every-
thing possible in establish-

ing a long-term policy of im-

provements in the Out Isl-

'ands economically and other

|wise, which will make the

| inhabitants a strong, happy
and independent people.
Hight Cost Of Living.
We pledge ourselves to ex-
ert every effort to reduce
the cost of living to the low-
est possible level and to:

(a) Foster and encourage
by all means at our dis-
posal increased produc-
tion.

(b) Progressive reduction
in the cost of govern-
ment through elimina-
tion of waste and dupli-
cation, _

(¢) Subsidisation of local in
dustries to provide an
incentive for greater

production and effici-
ency.
Continued on Page 12
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-service. “Encouragement of

ard of cfficiency.

-tend the franchise to women

Jans and a further extension
. of the franchise to all men.+

-ple’ of the Bahamas.

© ians must have the right to

“ment, and. with full
. equal protection under
- yexisting laws. We call u

L
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Continued from page 11

(d) Balancing . the Budget.

: The Civil Service "
- We favour an efficient
and well paid ‘civil service,
We pledge ourselves to sup-
port the rights of the civil
servant for a fair and living
wage in return for efficient

and remain in the civil ser-
vice and to expect a reason-
ably pleasing service to. the
general public. Equipping
and training more and more
civil servants -in their re-
spective nositions so as to
improve the general stand-

- Civil And Political
; Liberties
We pledge ourselves to ex-

as is in force in certain other
parts of the world. To en-
act- legislation tp .improve
the voting rights of Bahar-

The PLP does not agree
that the seven-year term of
the House of Assembly is in
the best interest of the peo-|
The| a
party pledges to strive for a
reduction of this term to
five years. :

The party also promises
to consider an inecrease in
constituencies and seats in
the present House with a
viefv -to providing better re-
presentation for the people,

The PLP subscribes to the
proposition-that all men are
born egual. It is therefore
our belief that all Baham-

live; the right to work, the
right to vote, the right to
worship as he sees fit the
right to take part in the ad-
ministration' f his govern-

the Bahamian people to

mental rights to all Baham-

lans.

The ‘r‘ight to equal oppor-
tunity of employment. -

‘The right to security of

person.’ 3

.The right of equal treat-

ment in the’ Civil Ser-
vice of the Bahamas...

The right of peaceful as-
-sembly,  freedom -
speech freedom of re-
ligion, and freedom of
‘the press.

The PLP will most strong-|
ly fight to obtain an Appeal
Court so that all persons
will have equal opportunity
of appealing from the Su-
preme Court if.he wishes to
do so. We will also work to-
ward the attainment of a
writtan
will give Bahamians a great-
e control over the adminis-
tration of the affairs of the
government, striving ultim-
ately for self-government
within the British Common-
Lwealth.

constitution

The City Of Nassau
We -~ -ree that -the time

has cowe for the City of
Nassau to form a Corpora-
tipn that will take care of its
.own utilities.
sent time the cost of electri-
city;” water, sewage, tele-
phone,s ete., are all borne by
the general public and it is

At the pre-

source of dissatisfaction

in the OvZ Tslands. The PLP
is opposeu to the people of
the Out Islands having, to
pay for publie utilities used|
exclusively for the benefit (
of the people of. New Provi-
dence,
duce legislation that will ef-
fect thf

lish the Corporation of the
City of Nassau.

We pledge to intro-

% change and estab-

The Out Islands -
The PLP feels that our

Out Islands are neglected in|".
more ways than one. There
are no subsidies for any of
the industries, tie farmers
are left to shift as best they
can in rain and drought for
and themselves their public utili-
the|ties are considered a waste
pon|of money and little or no ef-
sup-| fort ds made for their re-
port the Progressive Liberal| suscitation.

Party in euaranteeing the|the time has
- following basi¢ and. funda- Out Islands to rouse from
their letharey and change
this state of affairs,

We feel that
come for the

We

The right of full and equal|feel that o brothers in thr

political participation. .|various islands must not be|

of

that
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treated -as cutcasts. The
PLP pledoes itself. to eradi-
cate these wrongs and ‘help
the Out Islands to find their
rightful place in the Baham-
lan’ economy, We™ pledge
ourselves to. encourage {in-
dustries and Jroduction,
make the farmers feel that
they are not alone in the
battle for subsistence, main-
tain public utilities where
they exist and to expand
their services, to see that all
1ecessary public roads,
wharfs and .buildings are
properly maintained. The
PLP asserts that they have
a broader outlook on the
Out Island situation. and
that these islands can be
made more productive. -

We pledge ourselves “to
see that good roads are con-
structed in various islands,
and that a larger share of

the revenue of the Bahamas

.| be allocated for the follow-

[ing purposes: ) |
(a) Comfortable and ade-'
| quate transportation b-
tween the Islands and
Nassau, . .
Good roads through
each island for trans-
portation between set-
tlements.
Adequate  docking and
landing facilities where
necessary. :
Proper telegraph, tele-
Health facilities as can
be afforded. |
Good schools and teach-
. ers.
Improved industries.
,Better and more mod-
phone and postal com-
munications.
ern farming facilities.
(i) Increased crops and
means of preserving
same.
Guaranteed market for
surplus crops.
Communism
The PLP condemns com-

(b)

(i)

munism and all other forms
of  totalitarianism along
with their vropaganda over-
seas. The PLP shall fight
it wherever it shall dare to

raise'its head in our islands
by all means-at our disposa’
and principally by impra
ing the economic and 5. ..
structure of the Bahamian
people. We pledge ourselves
to fight “all orgaznisations
that are undernocratic re-
membering also, that each
and every Bahamian is en-
titled' to the guarantee of
free speech, free press and
honest political activity:
This is our platform.
These are our principles.
They form a political and
economic policy which will
guide our party and our
country.

Under them and with the
guidance of Divine Provi-
dence we can proceed to
higher levels of prosperity
and security, under them we
advance to a better and full-
er life and develop sound
leadership in Bahamian af-
fairs which will demand the
respect and admiration of
of all Bahamians. "

Simple Truths

Continued from page 9
our héarts, not just for one
day of the véar but for every
day, and be heard and acted
upon in every country in the
world. :

HOUSE PAINTING
Jobs Taken By Day
Or Contract
Floors Ceaned and Varnished
FIRST CLASS WORK
Prices Reasonuahle
Phone 2652— 3722
T. WILLIAMS

Play. Staged

Continued from page 7
Cyril St. John Stevenson
and Mr. Clarence Bain, two
P.L.P candidates for the
House of Assembly in the
next General Elcetions ad-
dressed the large gathering.

They spoke on ‘“what
P.L.P.
mas.” D

PRAY for a GR

EAT REVIVAL

IN THE BAHAMAS.

Mother B. A. Tyier,

means to the Brha-.



